SERVICE PROCUREMENT NOTICE
SOFIA AIRPORTRECONSTRUCTION, DEVELOPMENT AND EXTENSION: LOT B1 NEW TERMINAL BUILDING AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR SUPERVISION OF LANDSCAPING FOR THE NEW TERMINAL BUILDING AND SURROUNDING TERRAINS

Location – SOFIA, Bulgaria

1. Publication reference
EuropeAid/124053/D/SER/BG
2. Procedure
Restricted
3. Programme
ISPA (Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre- Accession)

4. Financing
Financing Memorandum ISPA Measure 2000/BG/16/P/PT/002
5. Contracting Authority
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT (MoT), Republic of Bulgaria

 Project Beneficiary

Sofia Airport EAD, Sofia, Republic of Bulgaria


CONTRACT SPECIFICATION

6. Nature of contract
Fee-based

7. Contract description
The Contract activities will include Design checking and Supervision of the Construction Works for landscaping of an area of approximately 40 ha located just in front of the new passenger terminal in Sofia Airport during the construction and Defect Notification Period, which will be contracted as Design-Build contract under FIDIC Conditions of Contract (Yellow book), 1999 Edition and which will consist of the following works:

- Major earthworks, internal paved roads and tracks, paved areas, slope protection of shore of a lake, plantation, grassing, irrigation system, lighting along roads and alleys, architectural forms and water attractions. 

8. Numbers and titles of lots


N/A
9. Maximum budget

270 000 EUR
10. Scope for additional services
N/A

CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION

11. Eligibility
Participation is open to all legal persons of the EU Member States and the countries and territories of the regions covered and/or authorized by the Regulations on access to Community External assistance and other specific instruments applicable to the programme under which the contract is financed (see also item 30 below). Participation of natural persons is directly governed by the specific instruments applicable to the programme under which the contract is financed. 

12. Candidature
All eligible natural and legal persons (as per item 11 above) or groupings of such persons (consortia) may apply.
A consortium may be a permanent, legally established grouping or a grouping, which has been constituted informally for a specific tender procedure. All members of a consortium (i.e., the leader and all other members) are jointly and severally liable to the Contracting Authority.

The participation of an ineligible natural or legal person (as per item 11) will result in the automatic exclusion of that person. In particular, if that ineligible person belongs to a consortium, the whole consortium will be excluded.

13. Number of tenders
No more than one tender can be submitted by a natural or legal person, whatever the form of participation (as an individual legal entity or as leader or partner of a consortium submitting an application). In the event that a natural or legal person submits more than one application, all applications in which that person has participated will be excluded.

14. Shortlist alliances prohibited
Any tenders received from tenderers comprising firms other than those mentioned in the short-listed application forms will be excluded from this restricted tender procedure. Short-listed candidates may not form alliances or sub-contract to each other for the contract in question.
15. Grounds for exclusion
As a part of the application form, candidates must submit a signed declaration, included in the standard Application Form to the effect that they are not in any of the exclusion situations listed in Section 2.3.3 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions: (available from the following Internet address: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/index_en.htm)
16. Sub-contracting
Sub-contracting is not allowed 
17. Number of candidates to be short-listed
On the basis of the application received, at least 4 and at most 8 candidates will be invited to submit detailed for this contract.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

18. Provisional date of invitation to tender
February 2007
19. Provisional commencement date of the contract
May 2007
20. Initial period of execution and possible extension of the contract
The overall duration of this Contract is expected to be 29 (twenty nine) months, comprising 1 month period for mobilization, 14 (fourteen) months for construction, 12 (twelve) months for the Defect Notification Period and 2 (two) months for final statement and payment. 


SELECTION AND AWARD CRITERIA

21. Selection criteria
The following selection criteria will be applied to candidates. In the case of applications submitted by a consortium, these selection criteria will be applied to the consortium as a whole:

1) Economic and financial capacity of candidate [based on item 3 of the Application Form]
(a) The annual turnover of the Candidate for each of the last three financial years (2003, 2004, 2005) shall amount to at least EUR 700 000; and
(b) The firm or the leading partner of the consortium should be operational for the last three years (2003, 2004, 2005). 
2) Professional capacity of candidate [based on items 4 and 5 of the Service Tender Submission Form]
(a) The candidate shall have at least 10 permanent professional staff currently and on average during the last three years (2003, 2004, and 2005) with experience in supervising construction projects. In case of a consortium minimum 10 experts shall be permanent staff of the Lead partner for the last three years;

(b) The candidate shall have at least 5 permanent professional staff with experience in supervising FIDIC construction contracts;

3) Technical capacity of candidate [based on items 5 and 6 of the Service Tender Submission Form]

(a) The candidate shall have experience in the following fields of specialisation:

- Supervision and design checking (Engineer under Yellow FIDIC or similar) of landscaping projects, (as described in item 7).
(b) The candidate shall have successfully completed at least 2 (two) projects with a value of at least EUR 200 000 in the fields related to this contract (as described under item. 21.3a). during the last 7 (seven) years ( since 01.01.2000). For the purposes of this tender procedure, a project is considered “completed” if a Taking-Over Certificate has been issued for the works that have been supervised and a final payment to the Applicant has been made.

If more than 8 eligible candidates meet the above selection criteria, the relative strengths and weaknesses of the applications of these candidates must be re-examined to identify the eight best applications for the tender procedure. The only factors which will be taken into consideration during this re-examination are the following comparative criteria:

1. The number of completed projects (Engineer under Yellow FIDIC or similar of landscaping projects).
2. The cumulative value of the similar works projects supervised (that have been successfully completed).

The two above comparative criteria will be applied in order of precedence, i.e. all the candidates meeting the selection criteria as per 21. 1), 21. 2) and 21. 3) will be first assessed against the comparative criterion 1) and ranked accordingly. The comparative criterion 2) will only be applied if some candidates at the bottom edge of the shortlist will score equally against comparative criterion 1) and will concern such applicants only.

22. Award criteria

As specified in the tender dossier annexed to the letter of invitation which will be sent to short-listed candidates.

APPLICATION
23. Deadline for receipt of applications
5:00 p.m. local Bulgarian time on 30 January 2007 
Any application received after this deadline will not be considered.
24. Application format and details to be provided
Applications must be submitted using the standard application (available from the following Internet address: http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/index_en.htm), whose format and instructions must be strictly observed.
 Any additional documentation (brochure, letter, etc.) sent with an application will not be taken into consideration.
25. How applications may be submitted
Applications must be submitted in English exclusively to the Contracting Authority:

· EITHER by recorded delivery (official postal service) to:

Ministry of Transport,

Directorate “Coordination of Programs and Projects”  

9 “Diakon Ignatii” Street - 12th floor, room 1205
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria,

Ms. Neli Yordanova - Director
· OR hand delivered (including courier services) directly to the Contracting Authority in return for a signed and dated receipt to:

Ministry of Transport,

Directorate “Coordination of Programs and Projects”  

9 “Diakon Ignatii” Street - 12th floor, room 1205
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria,

Ms. Neli Yordanova - Director

The Contract title and the Publication reference (see item 1 above) must be clearly marked on the envelopes containing the Application and must always be mentioned in all subsequent correspondence with the Contracting Authority.
Applications submitted by any other means will not be considered.
26.
Alteration or withdrawal of tenders
Candidates may alter or withdraw their applications by written notification prior to the deadline for submission of tenders.  No tender may be altered after this deadline.

Any such notification of alteration or withdrawal shall be prepared and submitted in accordance with Clause 25.  The outer envelope (and the relevant inner envelope) must be marked 'Alteration' or 'Withdrawal' as appropriate.

27. Operational language
All written communications for this tender procedure and contract must be in English. 
28. Additional information
1. In no event will the Contracting Authority be liable for any damages whatsoever including, without limitation, damages for loss of profits, in any way connected with the cancellation of a tender even if the Contracting Authority has been advised of the possibility of damages. The publication of a procurement notice does not commit the Contracting Authority to implement the programme or project announced.

2. Contracts or contract addenda cannot be awarded retroactively under any circumstances. This means that no disbursements can be effected and no goods and services provided prior to the signature of the contract and/or addendum.

3. The Contracting Authority shall not respond to any queries received before the deadline for the submission of the Application Form as specified under Clause 23.

4. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to request:

· the Profit and Loss Accounts (Income Statements) for each of the last 3 financial years for which accounts have been closed, in accordance with the company law of the country in which the company(ies) is(are) established. The copies of the above-mentioned documents must be attached with the translation into English language and conversion of amounts into Euro, if necessary;

· references from the Beneficiary/ies of the successfully completed projects listed by the Candidate in the Application Form. The Candidate should be ready to present such reference(s) and/or further information related to the projects listed by the Candidate upon request from the Contracting Authority during the examination of the submitted Application Form.

29. Date of publication of contract forecast
30 August, 2006 
30. Legal basis
Council Regulation (EC) No 1267/1999 of 21st of June 1999 establishing an Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-accession, as amended by the Council Regulations No. 2382/2001, 2500/2001, 769/2004 and 2257/2004, and as modified by Council Regulation (EC) No 2112/2005 of 21 November 2005 on access to Community external assistance.

